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Welcome: 

 
Thank you for being part of Discover Englewood today. Englewood Baptist Church is a wonderful 
community of Christ-followers who have joined together in a covenant relationship in order to 
fulfill God’s purpose for His church in Rocky Mount, North Carolina and beyond. 

 
During our time together, we will discuss:  

 

• Essential Beliefs of the Church 

• How we are structured (organization and church polity)  

• How to join and where to serve (ministry service opportunities) 
 
The information we discuss is an overview of the subjects mentioned. We INVITE you to ask 
questions. This is a workshop. Some time back, our church decided that it was important that 
prospective members be given an opportunity to get to know more about the church before 
committing to join it. As a result, we have created this forum to better facilitate that end. The 
format is INTERACTIVE…so if you have a question…we hope you will ask.  
 
Perhaps you have not yet decided that you desire to become a member of this church. That is 
okay. You are welcome to participate in order to better understand our beliefs, values, and 
expectations. If you do desire membership after having completed the workshop, just fill out the 
Membership Application in the front of the booklet and indicate your intention there.  
 
As the pastor, let me say to you that I am so very thankful for your presence with us here at 
Englewood. I have had the privilege of serving in ministry in numerous places and there is no finer 
church family than the one here at Englewood. I would consider it an honor and a privilege to 
serve you…as your pastor, if the Lord leads you to Englewood. Wherever you are led, I pray that 
the Lord blesses you richly and look forward to getting to know you better in the days ahead.  
 
In His Service,  

 

Dr. Chris Aiken I Senior Pastor  
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Section 1 
 

History 

 

Vision/Mission 

 

Doctrine 
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Our History:  

 
The first Sunday of worship services was held for what was 
known as Englewood Winstead Baptist Mission on September 
2, 1962. One month later, the members voted to purchase land 
at the corner of Englewood Drive and Winstead Road. 

 

 

For slightly over four years, the church met at the Englewood School. On July 11, 1965, the 
mission met for the first time, changing its name from Englewood Winstead Baptist Mission to 
Englewood Baptist Church. There were 161 charter members.  

 

 

 

 

In the spring of 1992, the church family made a decision to purchase its current property on 
Winstead Avenue and begin a relocation process under the leadership of Pastor Stephen Lewis. 
Since that time, the church has constructed three buildings on the main campus and purchased 
32 acres across Winstead Avenue for future ministry expansion.   

 

God began Englewood Baptist Church for one purpose and throughout its history, God has 
maintained and protected that purpose which is to win the lost and develop the saved, beginning 
at home and extending around the world.  
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Our Vision… 

 

5,000 homes transformed by the gospel of Jesus Christ 
 

Why 5,000 homes? 
 

We believe the home is the primary place created by God to reflect His image. Our first images of 
God’s love, faithfulness, justice, goodness, holiness, grace, comfort, and blessing are written on 
our hearts at home - for better or for worse - through the words and the lives of our parents. 
 
We believe family life is at risk because of generations who have grown up in homes where the 
image was a poor reflection of God, but Jesus has the power to restore the home! 
 
We believe if 5,000 homes could be transformed by the power of the gospel and experience true 
fulfillment in Jesus Christ, such a movement would provide the “tipping point” needed to restore 
the home to God’s original design. 
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Our Mission… 
 

Every home Reaching every home with the gospel of Jesus Christ 

 

Hold to the habits 
Own the table 
Mark the milestones 
Engage beyond our home 
 
Hold to the habits 
 Rest - Through devotion to prayer and the study of Scripture, we rest in the truth of God’s 

love. 
 Bless - We bless each member of our family by ascribing God’s promise of unconditional love 

and acceptance to them. 
 Gather - We make gathering with other believers a priority for our family. We gather in 

community to sharpen, equip, love, and serve one another. 
 Go - We give of ourselves and our resources so that others might experience the love of Jesus 

Christ. 
 

Own the table 
Each week, we commit to share 5 intentional meals as a family. 
 

Mark the milestones 
Spiritual Milestones are both planned and unplanned. We commit to walking and celebrating 
each of these individuals and family milestones from the Legacy Path. 
 

Engage beyond our home 
From our neighborhood to the nations, we commit to move in the direction of those in need. 
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What We Believe: 

“Doctrine” literally speaks of our BELIEFS.  

Beliefs, as they relate to the church, generally fall into two broad categories:   

Essential Beliefs. These are biblical truths that serve as a basis of fellowship; meaning, 
these beliefs must be embraced by faith throughout the membership of the congregation.  

Secondary/Tertiary Beliefs. These beliefs exist with sufficient mystery in the biblical text as 
to allow some honest disagreement as to their understanding. In other words, good and 
honest people with proper motives may dwell together in unity while not uniformly 
agreeing on all of these beliefs. Stated differently, we can love Jesus, lead faithfully, and 
fulfill our vision while maintaining liberty for diversity in our understandings of secondary 
and tertiary doctrines.  

In essential beliefs—we have UNITY.  

“there is one Body and one Spirit . . . there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God 

and Father of us all . . .”   Ephesians 4:4-6 

   

In non-essential beliefs—we have LIBERTY.      
“Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters . . .Who 

are you to judge someone else’s servant?  To his own master he stands or falls . . .So then 

each of us will give an account of himself to God . . .So whatever you believe about these 

things keep between yourself and God.”  Romans 14:1,4,12,22 

   

In all our beliefs—we show CHARITY.(love)      
“. . .If I hold in my mind not only all human knowledge but also the very secrets of God, and 

if I have the faith that can move mountains—but have no love, I amount to nothing at all.”   1 

Corinthians 13:2 (Phillips Translation) 

 

The Essentials We Believe 

About God the Father.  We believe that there is One God who reveals Himself in three 

persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is eternal. He has always 
existed and always will.  
 
Gen. 1:1, 26,27,3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matt. 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Cor 13:14  
 

About Jesus Christ.  We believe that Jesus is the only, begotten Son of God the Father. He was 

born of the virgin Mary, lived a sinless life, suffered death as payment of the penalty of the sins of 
humanity, was literally, physically raised from the dead on the third day,  
visibly ascended into heaven and is presently seated at the right hand of the Father making 
intercession for man. Jesus is the only means of salvation.  
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Matt. 1:22-23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5, 14:10-30; Titus 2:13; Heb. 4:14-15; 1 Cor. 15:3-4;  
Rom. 1:3-4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Tim. 6:14-15;  

About the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God. He is 

present in the world to make men aware of their need for Jesus Christ. He also lives in every 
Christian from the moment of salvation. He provides the Christian with power for living, 
understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right. He gives every believer a 
spiritual gift when they are saved. As Christians we seek to live under His control daily.                

2 Cor.3:17; John 16:7-13, 14:16-17; Acts 1:8; 1 Cor. 2:12, 3:16; Eph. 1:13; Gal.5:25; Eph.5:5-8  

About the Bible.  We believe that the Bible is the Holy Word of God. It is inspired in every 

detail. The Bible is complete and without error. Since the Bible is the infallible Word of God, it is 
the sole authority in all matters of life. The Bible is the basis for truth. The Bible is sufficient to 
change lives; therefore, we prioritize the teaching and preaching of God’s Word.  
 
2 Tim.3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21; 2 Tim.1:13; Prov. 30:5; Psalm 119:105  
 
About Human Beings. People are made in the spiritual image of God, to be like Him in 

character. People are the supreme object of God’s creation. Although every person has 
tremendous potential for good, all of us are marred by an attitude of disobedience toward God 
called “sin”. This attitude separates people from God and causes many problems in life.  

Gen. 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a, 59:1-2; Rom 3:23  

About Salvation.  We believe that salvation is effected only through the sacrificial death of 

Jesus Christ. Salvation is a free gift of God, appropriated by faithful repentance on the part of the 
person. Salvation is not awarded based on the merits of any man but is only available through 
Jesus Christ by faith. We believe that all people are created to exist eternally. Those who have 
received salvation will exist eternally in the presence of God, while those who reject the gift of 
salvation will exist eternally-separated from God.   

Rom 6:23; Eph. 2:8-9, John 14:6, 1:12; Titus 3:5; Gal.3:26  

About Baptism and the Lord's Supper.  

Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience symbolizing the believer's faith in a crucified, buried, and 
risen Saviour, the believer's death to sin, the burial of the old life, and the resurrection to walk in 
newness of life in Christ Jesus. It is a testimony to his faith in the final resurrection of the dead. 
Being a church ordinance, it is a prerequisite to the privileges of church membership and to the 
Lord's Supper.  
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The Lord's Supper is a symbolic act of obedience whereby members of the church, through 
partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine, memorialize the death of the Redeemer and 
anticipate His second coming. 

Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20; John 3:23; 
Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; 20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 10:16,21; 11:23-29;   
Colossians 2:12. 

About Eternal Security. Because God gives us eternal life through Jesus Christ, true believers 

are secured in their salvation for eternity. If you have been genuinely saved, you cannot “lose” it. 
Salvation is maintained by the grace and power of God, not by the self-effort of the Christian. It is 
the grace and keeping power of God that gives us this security.  

John 10:29-30; 2 Tim.1:12; Heb.7:25,10:10,14; 1 Peter 1:3-5  

About Eternity. People were created to exist forever. We will either exist eternally separated 

from God by sin, or eternally with God through forgiveness and salvation. To be eternally 
separated from God is Hell. To be eternally in union with Him is eternal life. Heaven and Hell are 
real places of eternal existence.  

John 3:16, 14:17; Rom. 6:23,8:17-18; Rev. 20:15; 1 Cor. 2:7-9  

 

This church has adopted as its statement of faith, the Baptist Faith and Message, as adopted by 
the Southern Baptist Convention, available at http://www.sbc.net/bfm2000/bfm2000.asp.  
 
 
 
NOTES:  

             
             
             
             

                                                                                                 

 

 

http://www.sbc.net/bfm2000/bfm2000.asp
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Section II 
 

The Good News! 
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The Great Commission 
 
 
Matthew 28:18–20 (NASB95)  
18And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  
 
Mark 16:15 (NASB95)  
15And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” 
 
Luke 24:46–48 (NASB95)  
46and He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the 
dead the third day, 47and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His 
name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
 

We exist to make disciples of all people, everywhere. 
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How to Become a Member of Englewood: 

 
By Profession of Faith Through Baptism.  
All members of Englewood have professed that they are first followers of Christ: that is, they are 
connected with God and in right relationship with Him. The first real commitment of a follower of 
Christ is to identify with Him through baptism; therefore, we require that a person already have 
been scripturally baptized or be a candidate for baptism.  
 

Baptism is our: 
Confession/ Profession: 
❑ 1 John 4:14-15 (NASB) We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the 

Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, 
and he in God. 

❑ Mark 16:15-16 (NASB) And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to all creation. He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has 
disbelieved shall be condemned.” True confession (baptism) results from true belief. 

❑ Romans 10:9 (NASB) if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

 
Response to the Example of Christ:  
❑ Matthew 3:16 (NASB) And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the 

water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 

 
Obedient response to the Instruction of God: 
❑ Acts 2:38 (NASB) And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

❑ Acts 8:12 (NASB) “But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the 
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
women.” 

❑ See also Acts 2:41; Acts 9:18; Acts 10:47-48;   
 

 
 

About Baptism: 
 

Baptism does not cause salvation. Salvation is accomplished by Grace through Faith (Eph 2:8-
9). Salvation is normally followed by baptism, except in some extreme cases (i.e. physical 
impossibility.)  
 

❑ Luke 23:42-43 (NASB) [The thief speaking to Christ while on the cross. The thief died 
without being baptized since he too was hanged with Jesus.] And he was saying, 
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"Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!" And He said to him, "Truly I 
say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise." 

 
Baptism does not remove sin.  

Baptism is an ACT OF OBEDIENCE.   
❑ Mt 28:19 (NASB) Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
 
Baptism is a testimony of God’s Saving Grace applied to an individual’s life.  

Baptism is an outward picture that SYMBOLIZES an inward action/event.  
❑ Romans 6:3-5 (NASB) Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore, we have been buried with 
Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have become 
united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness 
of His resurrection, 

 
As baptism is an act of obedience to the Lord and a symbol of what has already happened 
at Salvation, it is only valid when baptized as BELIEVERS.  
 
For this reason, we do not practice infant baptism, since an infant is unable to recognize 
their need for salvation, accept the gift of eternal life in Christ, and choose to be baptized 
as a believer.  

 
Scriptural Baptism is by Immersion.  

Baptism means IMMERSION. (the Greek Word baptizo). Some churches see baptism as 
only SYMBOLIC and choose to replace IMMERSION with SPRINKLING or POURING. The 
best practice, and the only biblical evidence is for the practice of immersion. Therefore, 
this church practices baptism by immersion.  

 
Consequently, this view of baptism, historically, was almost uniformly held by all 
protestants, including the leaders of the Lutheran, Presbyterian, and Methodist 
denominations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Martin Luther... I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely immersed, as 
the word imparts and the mystery signifies. 

John Calvin... The word ‘baptize’ signifies to immerse. It is certain that immersion was 
the practice of the ancient church.  

John Wesley... Buried with Him, alludes to baptizing by immersion according to the 
custom of the first church. 
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As part of the baptism, each person shares his testimony of salvation. Generally, this is done 
by a recorded video, or, in rare cases, by having the testimony read by someone prior to the 
baptism. This practice provides an opportunity for the church to praise God together for His 
gracious act in salvation.  
 
For those desiring membership/ partnership who have already been baptized, they do so:  

 
By Promise of a Letter of Recommendation from a church of like faith.  

If a candidate is a member in good standing with a church of like faith and practice, 
Englewood will request a letter of recommendation from the candidate’s church.  

 
By a Statement of Faith and Prior Baptism: 

In the event that a candidate was saved and baptized in a manner consistent with the 
church’s beliefs, however, the candidate’s church is unable to be reached to notify them of 
the candidate’s decision, the candidate may be accepted based on their Statement of Faith.  

 
Additionally,  

In addition to the ways one becomes a member that are listed above, each new member is 
required to:  

1. Attend the Discover Englewood Workshop either in person or review online 
2. Be interviewed by a pastor 
3. Share a brief testimony of their personal salvation experience 
4. Complete an application for membership and agree with the membership covenant 

 
NOTES:              

             

             

              

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Updated September 23, 2021 Discover Englewood Workshop  

 
14 

Connected with Others of Like Faith 
 

Englewood Baptist Church is an INDEPENDENT, AUTONOMOUS, SELF-GOVERNING Body of 

believers, that voluntarily partners with other churches of like faith and practice for the 

expansion of Christ’s Kingdom and glory of Christ’s Name.  

 

Englewood, in pursuit of its mission, is part of the network of churches known as the Southern 

Baptist Convention. By technical definition, the Southern Baptist Convention is not a 

denomination, but a convention of churches that partner together for the purposes of fellowship, 

doctrinal accountability, education, missions, and humanitarian relief.  

 

Our Affiliations 

 

The Southern Baptist Convention: As of the 2019 report, the SBC is a fellowship of 47,530 

cooperating churches in the United States and its territories, representing 5.25 million weekly 

worshippers. These churches come from 41 cooperating state conventions, and 1,116 

cooperating local associations. These 47,530 churches reported in 2019: 

❑ 235,748 baptisms 

❑ Worship in more than 80 different languages in the US 

❑ The most diverse association of churches in America 

❑ 908 new churches started 

❑ Supporting 3,565 overseas missionaries in 128 Countries around the globe 

❑ 3,056 missionary units 

❑ Engaging 3,056 Unreached, Unengaged People Groups (UUPGs) 

❑ Supporting the training of 22,808 Seminary Students 

❑ Giving over 541 million dollars to SBC Causes and Missions 

 

North Carolina Baptist Convention: Consists of 77 local Associations and 4,309 churches. It is the 

largest association of churches in the state of North Carolina. 

 

North Roanoke Baptist Association: Consists of 60 local cooperating churches.  
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Our Structure 

For God is not a God of disorder, but of peace...Everything should be in a fitting and orderly way. 
1 Cor. 14:33, 40 

 

Englewood Baptist Church is Pastor LED, Deacon SERVED and Congregation GOVERNED.  
 

Our Structure 
 

We recognize only two biblical offices in the church: The office of PASTOR and the office of 
DEACON.  
  

Pastor Led:  
 
The office of pastor, as we recognize it here at Englewood is one that encompasses the 
responsibilities laid out in the Scriptures related to three Greek words:  
 
EPISKOPOS- Means BISHOP or OVERSEER. This refers to the responsibility of the pastor to 
oversee all areas of ministry in the church. Under Jesus Christ, who is the Head of the Church, the 
pastor is charged by God to oversee the ministry of the church.  

• 1 Timothy 3:1-7 (NASB):  1 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of 
overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do. 2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, 
the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 
not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free from the love of money. 4 
He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control 
with all dignity 5 (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will 
he take care of the church of God?), 6 and not a new convert, so that he will not become 
conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 7 And he must have a 
good reputation with those outside the church, so that he will not fall into reproach and 
the snare of the devil.  

 

PRESBUTEROS- Means ELDER. Refers to the qualifications of and responsibilities of the pastor to 
lead the church and to teach the church. It is the equivalent of the rulers of the Synagogue.  

• Acts 14:23 (NASB) When they had appointed elders for them in every church, having 
prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 

• 1 Timothy 5:17-19 (NASB) The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double 
honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture 
says, “You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing,” and “The laborer is worthy of his 
wages.” 19 Do not receive an accusation against an elder except on the basis of two or 
three witnesses.  

 
POIMEN- Means SHEPHERD This is where we get our English word “PASTOR.” This refers to the 
responsibility of the pastor to care for, protect, and watch over the congregation.  

• 1 Peter 5:1-3 (NASB) 1 Therefore, I exhort the elders [PRESBUTEROS] among you, as your 
fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is 
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to be revealed, 2 shepherd [POIMEN] the flock of God among you, exercising oversight 
[EPISKOPOS] not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not 
for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your 
charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 

 

Deacon Served:  
 
The second office recognized in this church is that of Deacons who serve the church primarily 
with ministry and care for the most vulnerable among us. They are organized into five ministry 
teams:  

• Ministry to widows and widowers 

• Ministry to senior adults 

• Ministry of helps through construction 

• Nursing home ministry 

• Homebound ministry 
 
Deacons must meet the scriptural qualifications for service prior to ordination and installation for 
service. (1 Timothy 3:8-13; Acts 6:1-7) 
 
Upon nomination, interview, and affirmation by the church membership, deacons serve for a 
term of four years.  
 
  
Every Member is a MINISTER (servant).  
 
 
We make no apology when asking members to serve as part of a ministry team. A ministry team 
is a group of people with particular spiritual GIFTS and passions for a specific ministry priority. 
Ministry Teams are a direct outworking of our belief that God EQUIPS certain people with 
spiritual gifts and abilities in order that they may ENGAGE them to fulfill their GOD-GIVEN 
MINISTRY.  
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The FUNCTION of Structure: 

The structure of the church should not be determined by culture, business practices, or even 
denominational traditions. The nature of the church determines its structure.  

1. The church is a FELLOWSHIP.  

“They continued steadily learning the teaching of the apostles and joined in their 
fellowship.” Acts 2:42 (Ph)  

A) A top priority in a fellowship is HARMONY and PEACE. “Make every effort to keep the 
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”  

Eph. 4:3 “So let us concentrate on the things that make for harmony and the 
growth of our fellowship together.”  

This is found in these Scriptures:  

Col. 2:2; 3:15; 1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Tim. 2:14; Pr. 17:14; 2 Cor. 13:11; Phil. 1:27, 2:1-3  

B) A good structure promotes unity and downplays DIFFERENCES.  

19 ”So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one 
another.” Romans 14:19 (NASB) 

“(Often)...your meetings do more harm than good because I hear that when you 
come together as a church, there are divisions among you...” 1 Cor. 11:17-18  

C) “Voting” tends to DIVIDE. 
At Englewood, we have four business sessions a year.  
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2. The church is a FAMILY.  

“You should be like one big happy family, full of sympathy toward each other, loving one 
another with tender hearts and humble minds.” 1 Peter 3:8 (LB)  

Other Scriptures: 
Gal. 6:10; Heb. 2:10-12; 1 Peter 4:17  

A)  We operate on the basis of RELATIONSHIPS not RULES.  

“Don’t reprimand a senior member of the church, appeal to him as a father. Treat 
the young men as brothers, and the older women as mothers. Treat the younger 
women as sisters...” 1 Tim 5:1-2 (Ph)  

“(A Pastor) must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him 
with proper respect. If anyone does not know how to manage his family, how can 
he take care of God’s church?” 1 Tim. 3:4-5  

3. The Church is a BODY.  

1 Cor. 12-27; Eph. 5:23, Col. 1:18, 2:19 
 

A) Therefore, we function on the basis of SPIRITUAL GIFTS not  

ELECTED OFFICES.  

“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not 
all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others. We each have different gifts according to the 
grace given us.” Rom 12:4-6  

In an organization “maintenance” becomes the focus. But in an organism 
“ministry” is the focus.  

B) At Englewood we have a simple structure so we can maximize MINISTRY and minimize 
MAINTENANCE.  

“God gave...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of 
ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up...” Eph. 4:11-12  
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4. The Church is a FLOCK.  

This is Jesus’ favorite description of the Church. John 10:1-30; Matt. 26:31, 25:33  

A) Therefore, it is cared for and led by SHEPHERDS. 
 
 “Jesus asked Simon Peter, ‘Do you really love me?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ said Peter. “Then take 
care of my sheep.’” John 21:16-17  

 “To the elders I say...Be shepherds of God’s flock, serving as overseer...” 
1 Peter 5:1-2  

“Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. When they arrived he said to 
them...Guard yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers. Be Pastor of the church of God...” Acts 20:17-18,28  

Other Scriptures: Titus 1:5-7, 1 Tim. 5:17  
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Session III 

 

 

Our Covenant 
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What is Expected of Me as a Member? 

At Englewood we never ask our members to do more than the Bible clearly teaches. We expect 
our members to do what the Bible expects every Christian to do. These responsibilities are 
spelled out in the Membership Covenant.  

Englewood Baptist Membership Covenant 

“Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and been baptized, and being in agreement with 
Englewood’s mission, beliefs, and structure, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the 
Englewood church family. In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other members to do 
the following”...  

1. I will PROTECT the UNITY of my church.  

...by acting in love toward other members ...by refusing to gossip 

...by following the leaders  

“Live in complete harmony with each other—each with the attitude of Christ toward each 
other.” Rom 15:5 (LB)  

“Have a sincere love for your fellow believers, love one another earnestly with all your 
hearts.” 1 Peter 1:22 (GN)  

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their needs...” Eph 4:29  

“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who 
must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that 
would be no advantage to you.” Heb. 13:17  

2. I will SHARE the RESPONSIBILITY of my church.  

...by praying for its growth 

...by inviting the unchurched to attend ...by warmly welcoming those who visit  

“To the church...we always thank God for you and pray for you constantly.” 1 Thess. 1:2  

“Go out into the country... and urge anyone you find to come in, so that My House will be 
full.” Luke 14:23 (Ph)  

“Warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has warmly welcomed you; 
then God will be glorified.” Rom 15:7 (LB)  
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3. I will SERVE the MINISTRY of my church.  

...by discovering my gifts and talents 

...by being equipped to serve by my pastors ...by developing a servant’s heart  

“Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you...” 1 Peter 4:10 (Ph)  

“God gave...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of 
ministry, so that the Body of Christ may be built up...” Eph 4:11-12  

“Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
Your attitude should be the same as that of Jesus Christ...who took on the very nature of a 
servant...” Phil. 2:3-4,7  

4. I will SUPPORT the TESTIMONY of my church.  

...by attending faithfully ...by living a godly life ...by giving regularly  

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together...but let us encourage 
one another.” Heb. 10:25  

“But whatever happens make sure that your everyday life is worthy of the gospel of 
Christ.” Phil. 1:27 (Ph)  

“Each one of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside a specific sum of money in 
proportions to what you have earned and use it for the offering.” 1 Cor. 16:2  

“A tenth of all you produce is the Lord’s and it is holy.” Lev. 27:30  
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Questions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Steps: 

1. Complete the Application for Membership 
2. Schedule your baptism 
3. Identify a Connect Group to attend 
4. Find a Place to Serve 
5. Be Welcomed at the New Member Presentation 


